Independent Project Paper
(Research Paper)

First order of business will be to find a research article that had subject(s) involved, or claims to be a meta-analysis.  Case studies are acceptable.  You’ll be surprised at the number of articles found in professional journals that are reviews of literature.  These articles will not meet the criteria for a research paper in this course.  Make sure your research article is coming from a professional journal.  Utilize the ECU Library database (search engine) for finding a suitable topic area, and to preview the abstract where you can determine if subjects were involved, or the article claims to be a meta-analysis.  Forward me the link (http address) for the article you’re interested in writing about, or a pdf of the article.  Be sure to include the name of the article and from what journal, in case the link you send doesn’t take me directly to the article.  With that additional information I should be able to view the document myself.

The research paper you are being asked to write for this psychology class will need to conform mostly to APA (American Psychological Association) editorial style.  There are exceptions however, which are noted below:

· Margins are to be set at 1.0 inches top, bottom, right and left sides.  Be aware that Word has a preset for margins (Right and Left) for 1.25, so you’ll need to adjust to 1.0.

· Line spacing is to be set at 1.0 (single space).  Be aware that Word often presets the line spacing at 1.15, so you’ll need to adjust it to 1.0.

· Title page and abstract are unnecessary for this paper.

Paragraphs may be block style or indented, and you may double space between paragraphs.  Font should be no larger than 12 point.  You’ll submit your paper as a Word document and send it to me via email as an attachment.  Paper is due no later than 11:59 pm on the due date.  Be aware there is a delay in the time you submit the document and the date/time I receive it.  It will be counted late by the date and time it’s stamped on my end (received by).

You will not be considered an expert in the field of research you’ll be writing about; therefore you’ll need to reference factual statements you make.  Follow the guidance in the supporting documents that address writing in APA editorial style.  Also students often make error in their use of et al. in making citations.  The use of et al. is reserved for citations where there are at least 4 authors, and all author names need to appear on the first use of the citation.  Thereafter it’s acceptable to use et al. after the lead author’s name, and before the publication year in the citation.  Also be sure to include page number in your citations whenever a direct quote is used.  Personally, I don’t like to see many direct quotes used in professional writing, so use them sparingly.
Several students often inquire about how the paper should be written.  Keep the paper in third person.  Generally the flow of the paper starts with a general introduction into the concept area, and what the previous research and theory has been in the field.  You’ll then introduce the research article that you got approval on ahead of time.  You’ll discuss in more detail the experimental design of the study (number of subjects used, age range, etc.).  This is important in whether the findings can generalize to the population being discussed.  Discuss the findings in greater detail, then conclude with statements regarding whether the research findings are new or different, and what other research is needed in the field.  Following this content area, you’ll list your references at the end.  These need to conform to APA editorial style.  Keep the font here the same as that used on the body of the paper.  You’ll need to have a minimum of three (3) references used.  You only need to get approval for the primary article you’re writing about.  The other references generally come from the research you reviewed leading up to the research under discussion.  Most well written papers will have more than 3 references used.
Name your document (paper) following the rule of Last name First name.  For example:  StainbackGary.
I’ll be glad to review your paper ahead of time, but will not be able to do so within 2 days of the due date.

Your paper will be graded on whether it meets the length, formatting requirements, adherence to APA editorial style, and on the content of the paper.  I’ll make comments in the document, inclusive of the grade, and send it back to you via email.  If you fail to format the paper properly, I’ll reset margins, line spacing etc. to help determine whether it meets the minimum length requirement.  If it doesn’t, your paper will receive a deduction comparable to its length in comparison to the minimum required length.  For example, if submitted as double spaced document and only meets the 3 full page requirement, it may only be 1.5 pages after line spacing is reset.  Best grade then before any further deductions is a 50 rather than a 100.

You have an option of making an oral presentation on your research paper to the class, on one of the dates designated on the course syllabus for Class Presentations.  This oral presentation can increase your independent project paper grade by an additional 10 points.  Even if you made a 100 on the paper, you can orally present and have a project grade of 110.  Your project grade accounts for 15% of your end of course average (75% from exams, 15% from project paper, and 10% from class attendance/participation).

